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0) e (5olden Rock Regatta 2005

A successful start for a new event on the CaribbeaRacing Calendar.

A glorious sunset crowns the prize-giving in ‘FortOranje’, St Eustatius

St Eustatius, November 1% 2005 Aptly a Golden Sun shined on the Golden Rock as the
sun sets on the first Golden Rock Regatta. From the buttresses of ‘Fort Orawjeiriod the
small fleet of yachts is breathtaking as the yachts gently swhgiatoorings on a Golden
Sea, a fitting prelude to the prize giving ceremony in this historicahgetti

Governor Hyden Gittens expressed his pleasure at the arrival of the flettianDay
commemorating the arrival of the US brig Andrew Doria 229 years previous. Hedfie
crews and the organisers a warm welcome to his island, and assisted by Gomemisselka
Spanner and Harbourmaster Murvin Gittens, handed over the prizes for the four days of
racing.

Team La Torsa were acclaimed the Overall winners though two of the alry’s eluded
them! Team “Soca”, captained by St. Maarten skipper Jan Vanden Eynde, high-decked t
prestigious first “Statia First Salute Trophy” and Klaas van Duuree&smion “ De Wilgen
Vastgoed” took the St. Kitts Midnight Pursuit Trophy. After the prize giving,drews found
their way down the old Slave Road to Lower Town where the party, organised by the local
population, was just getting started with live bands and numerous booths offering a wide
selection of things to eat and drink.

The regatta started on Novembel'1darly in the morning in Great Bay, Sint Maarten, (after

a postponement of 7 hrs due to bad weather) where the first race to St. Kitts got ynderwa
with the boats starting at irregular intervals. In a Pursuit Race thiegttmes are calculated
according to the boats handicap (rating) on the basis of the prevailing winds. Digifuct

leg, (60 miles) the yachts experienced high seas and numerous showers, duedala tropi
depression that was passing some 500 miles distant. On arriving at Frigat@maed

impossible to land boats on the beach due to the swell, so the fleet was moved to the Marina
in Basseterre.



The second race on Novembef"15vith much improved weather, brought the yachts from
St. Kitts to St Barths, where the crews had an evening off to discover thifestgle in the
restaurants and bars of this island.

On November 18, the fleet left the beautiful bays of French St Bathelemy to set course for
Statia, called the ‘Golden Rock’ in her glorious past. They arrived in time, t@#akan the
‘Statia Day’ celebrations.

The 70 participants of this first Golden Rock Regatta were mostly Dutch sailohsaubered
boats, looking for new challenges and destinations. Local sailor Jan Vanden EynHes wit
crew from St Maarten, onboard of the yacht ‘Soca’, sailed over to St. Barths fmatakethe
last three races, of which the last had to be abandoned due to lack of wind!

Pursuit Racing:

Of the four races sailed two were started conventionally and two wera&l stanpeirsuit races.
These led to some exiting racing with the difference in the Bareboats, heiv@bSea 43
and a GibSea 51, being just 4 minutes after 60 miles of heavy weather sailing and on the
shorter Course from St. Barth to Statia they finished within one second of each other!

Final Results:
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Most of this years participants have already committed to coming backesxtind will be
joined by the members of a Dutch Yacht Club who are sending some 50 sailors. In addition
we hope to draw some US boats and we are sure to get some Brits, Belgians amd Germa
where we will be putting our main marketing effort.

Quote:

"This was a fantastic experience. | believe there is no other regatta iaribed&an like this!
One week of sailing on open sea and visiting four totally different islandaslawhonour
for us to be witnesses to the birth of a great regatta!!” (Aart Cramer, skipthe2 Overall
winning Moorings 433, ‘La Torsa’)

TV Coverage

The Regatta was filmed for Sailing Channel Europe by the same TV crefintteal the
Heineken Regatta. In addition to the full coverage throughout Europe the full progrdm w
aired by a Dutch TV Station and on SXM TV. Excerpts will be shown on CNN/Mainsail and
Eurosport.



2006 New Format:

In 2006, as a Prologue to the Golden Rock Regatta, we will have a series of Raddbea
St. Maarten’s Day Races. These will take place on the weekend prior to tesn&ulck
Regatta, five races over 3 days and is aimed at involving the local SteNaathting
fraternity who are not able to take off the time for the Golden Rock Regatth takies place
during a full working week!

Media Support

Press Releases about the regatta will be published on the website of tlze regatt
www.goldenrockregatta.comA correspondent from the glossy Dutch Yachting Magazine
NAUTIQUE was present during the regatta and will publish a feature in the 20@6oisthe
magazine.

We hope to have the full support of the island Governments and we believe in building an
event over the coming years to the mutual benefit of all those involved.
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